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Sir Francis gave advice that entrenchments should
be thrown up on the north-east, and that instead of
advancing towards the enemy they should await his
coming, and refuse the battle that day if possible. The
Englishmen, not aware of the catastrophe at Leffingen,
which Maurice had locked up in his own breast, was
now informed by the stadholder that there were to be
no entrenchments that day but those of pike and arque-
bus. Jt was not the fault of Maurice that the fate of
the commonwealth had been suspended on a silken
thread that morning, but he knew that but one of two
issues was possible. They must fight their way through
the enemy back to Ostend, or perish, every man of them.
The possibility of surrender did not enter his mind,
and he felt that it was better to hasten the action before
the news of Ernest's disaster should arrive to chill the
ardour of the troops.9

Meantime Lewis Gunther and his cavalry had been
sitting motionless upon their horses on the beach. The
enemy was already in full view, and the young general,
most desirous to engage in a preliminary skirmish, sent
repeated messages to the stadholder for permission to
advance. Presently Sir Francis Yere rode to the front,
to whom he eagerly urged his request that the infantry
of the vanguaid might be brought up at once to support
him.10 On the contrary the English general advised
that the cavalry should fall back to the infantry, in
order to avoid a premature movement. Lewis strongly
objected to this arrangement, on the ground that the
mere semblance of retreat, thus upon the eve of battle,
would discourage all the troops. But he was over-ruled,
for Maurice had expressly enjoined upon his cousin that
morning to defer in all things to the orders of Vere.
These eight squadrons of horse according!}' shifted their
position, and were now placed close to the edge of the
sea, on the left flank of the vanguard, which Yere had
drawn up across the beach and in the downs. On tho
edge of the downs, on the narrow slip of hard sand
above high-water mark, and on Yere's right, Maurice
had placed a battery of six demi-cannon.

Behind the advance was the battalia, or centre, undei

* That Maurice concealed from Vere the news of the defeat at Lefflngen is
expressly stated by A story Daycfc                                 10 See note on Vere,